[.lanidloes Postal bus service

The following pages tell an incomplete story of Britains
first Mail Bus service, ( Officially referred to by the
Post Office as Postal Bus ) These are items scavenged
from my own collection of material, together with a
couple of contributions from Hugh Johnson.

BRITAIN'S FIRST MAILBUS
By Hugh Johnson

Tourists expioring one of the remor2v parts of Montgomeryshire are often
surprised at the form of transport used by *ne iocal Inhabitants.

Stroliing up « uiet farm track one 15 uite likeiy to be confronted by a
Mail Van with a difference - this one hus windows in the sides and carries
passengers. [t 18 Britain's first Muilbus which combines the delivery
and collection of mail with the carr’'nge of fare-paying passengers.

The: service was insagurated on Febraary 20th 1967 and at present
carries an average ol 30 pzssengers per week, It is one of eight
experimental services and the only example at present operating in
Wales., *(Note 1),

This vehicle has been apecially adspted with a Mail Locker built into the
rear and carries up o 7 pessengars. 1t beiongs to and is operated by the
Post Office snd is regulerly used ducing the summer months by tourists
und compars.

The locals rely on this as their only form of regular transport to . Retyp ed Copy
Llznidloes or Liangurig and use it most days of the week throughout the
year (A normal bus service only operstes in this part of Montgomeryshire

okt - |reproduced on

A total of 45 miles 18 coveced on the morning run and 33 miles in the

afternoon, the latter being quicker becausa no delivery is made - Mail is
only coliected from Post Offices end letierboxes. neXt page 3

During the morning run the posiman delivers mail to a number of isolated
farms and homesteads (in some ceses opening and shutting 2 or 3 gates in
the process) sells stamps aad eoilects sny mail for posting. Farms may be
several miles from the nearest pillarbox or Post Oifice so the postman
provides their main iink with the outside world,

There is no Posting Box on the side of the bus and no handstamping is
done “en rouze’. All mail is taken by the postman/driver into Llanidloes
Post Office and thence by mailvan o nearby Newtown, where it is cancelled
with the LLANIDLOES die on the Newtovwn Cancelling Machine. *(Note 2).

It is then despatehed hy rail to Shrewsbury [or sorting and onward despatch,

A set of fare tablea, a current timetable and a route map are illustrated
below,

Acknowledgement for help in compliing this article is expressed to both
the Head Postmaster Llandrindod Wells :nd the Postmaster at Llanidloes,
Mr. J. Lungford.

The above article, written by Hugh Johnson was pub-
lished by the Welsh Philatelic Society in 1974. It gives
a very good account of the service, and 1t’s usefulness
to the local community. Hugh Johnson has given his
kind permission to use this article, however the copy
that I have 1s very poor, ( nearly 50 years old ), so 1
have retyped it in order to make 1t more readable




BRITAINS FIRST MAILBUS
By Hugh Johnson

Tourists exploring one of the remoter parts of Mont-
gomeryshire are often surprised at the form of trans-
port used by local residents.

Strolling up a quiet farm track, one is quite likely to
be confronted by a Mail van with a difference—this
one has windows in the side, and carries passengers. It
is Britains first Mailbus, which combines the delivery
and collection of mail with the carriage of fare-paying
passengers. The service was inaugurated on February
20th.1967 and at present carries an average of 30 pas-
sengers per week.. It 1s one of eight experimental ser-
vices, and the only example at present operating in
Wales.

This vehicle has been specially adapted with a Mail
locker built into the rear and carries op to 7 passen-
gers. It belongs to, and 1s operated by the Post Office,
and 1s regularly used during the Summer months by
tourists and campers.

The locals rely on this as as their only form of regular
transport to Llanidloes or Llangurig, and 1s used most
days of the week throughout the year ( a normal bus
service only operates in this part of Montgomeryshire
on Saturdays ). Cont.




A total of 45 miles 1s covered on the morning run, and
33 miles in the afternoon, the latter being quicker
because no delivery 1s made—Mail 1s only collected
from Post offices and letterboxes.

During the morning run the postman delivers mail to a
number of 1solated farms and homesteads ( In some
cases opening and shutting 2 or 3 gates in the process ),
sells stamps and collects any mail for posting. Farms
may be several miles from the nearest pillarbox or Post
Office so the postman provides their main link to the
outside world.

There 1s no posting box on the side of the bus and no
handstamping is done “en route”. All mail is taken by
the postman/driver into Llanidloes Post Office and
thence by mailvan to nearby Newtown, where it 1s
cancelled with the LLANIDLOES die on the Newtown
cancelling machine. It 1s then despatched by rail to
Shrewsbury for sorting and onward despatch. A set of
fare tables, a current timetable and a route map are
illustrated below.

Acknowledgement for help in compiling this article 1s
expressed to both the Head Postmaster, Llandrindod
Wells, and the Postmaster at Llanidloes, Mr. J Langford.




This 1s the earliest time table that I could find, and 1s list-
ing times from 2nd.October 1967. Note that the Llidiarty-
waen run is only operated in the evenings, and also that it
1s an experimental service. The price of a return journey
ticket was Two shillings, eleven pence, which 1s approxi-

mately £ 2.60p. Today

EXPERIMENTAL FPOSTAL BUS SERVICE
§

f LLAR ‘i Lﬁhs—i Lﬂ? ?Ziﬁ ‘-HERS

COMMENCING Ind OCTCOBER, 1967, UNTIL FURTHEIR NOTICE

TIME-TABLE

MOANING SERVYICE . EYENING SERVICE
MONDRAY TC FRIDAY
Depart  LLANIDLOES 0700
PENTRE BRIDGE 0720 MONDAY TO FRIDAY
CWMBELAN 0735
BWLCHYGAREG 0750
LLANGURIG caio
ABERBIDNO 0820 Depart LLANIDLOES 1600
PANTMAWR. 0825 PENTRE BRIDGE 1602
LLWYNRHYDOD €230 CWMBELAN 1605
MANOD 0835 BWLCHYGAREG " 1607
PANTMAWR 0838 : LLANGURIG 1610
ABERBIDNO 0e43 ABERBIDNO . 1612
LLANGURIG 03¢0 PANTMAWR 1615
LLWYNRHYDOD 16i8
Then: Arrive MANOD 1620
WYE LOOP -
MONDRAY, WEDNESDAY, TUESDAY AND THUZSDAY Depart MANOD 1821
FRIDAY (Down West side of Wys) PANTMAWR 1625
(Down Exst side of Wyw) ABERBIDNO 1630
LLANGURIG 1635
Depert DOLFACH SAF 0930 Depart PANTDRAIN ®is BWLCHYGAREG 163%
DOLHELFA GANOL 1030 DERNOL CHAPEL 1005 CYWMBELAN 1642
DERNCL CHAPEL 1045 DOLHELFA GANOL [055 PENTRE BRIDGE 1644
PANTDRAIN 1135 DOLFACH ISAF 1125 Arrive LLANIDLOES le47
Arrive LLANGURIG 1155 Arrive LLANGURIG 1155
Then:
Depart LLANIDLOES 1650
MONDAY TO FRIDAY BRYNDU 1655
TYLwcH 1700
Depart LLANGURIG 1200 NEW CHAPEL TURN 1765
BWLCHYGARES 1203 LLIDIARTYWAEN 1710
CYWMBELAN 1205 NEW CHAPEL TURN 1723
PENTRE BR DGE 1208 BRYNDU 1725
Arrive LLANIDLOES 1215 Arrive LLANIDLOES 1730

The first post bus between Llanidloes and Llangurig had
seven passengers, and was driven by postman Stanley
Owen. I have a large number of the Courier, a Royal Mail
magazine and this is a cutting from the March 1967 edi-
tion. Unfortunately I do not have page 9 which is referred

to 1n the caption.



Postman-driver Stanley Owen minutes later he was driving bus service for villagers. The
shows his new bus ticket off on the first
machine to the lads of Llangu- Post Office mini
rig, Montgomeryshire. A few only carries mail but provides a

story about the start of the
rn mail coach service is on

Page 9.

This 1s a very poor 50
year old picture from my
collection showing one
of the bus drivers with
the Mail Bus at Tylwch.
Hugh Johnson has now
sent me a copy of the
original photograph,
taken by postmaster J.
Langford, shown below




Fred Jones, one of the Llanidloes post bus drivers,was a very
good friend, and help to me. For several years in the 60,s
I had a “Tropical fish” shop in Great Oak street, just be-
low J.K.Morgan. Fred helped me in the shop, and also
helped me to install fish tanks for customers. Knowing of
my interest in Philately he supplied me with Post office
material of all description, including Stamp posters. In-
ternal Post office posters, Bag tags, Order sheets, Post of-
fice manuals, Post Office courier magazines, anything
that was available. These fill several large boxes. The
Stamp Posters going back as far as 1969 are specially in-
teresting to me because they closely tie in with my com-
prehensive collection of commemorative stamps. I must
mention here, that another good friend, Roger Hales was
even more helpful in my “Tropical fish” shop.




POSTAL MINIBUS ROUTES

FROM 2nd. OCTOBER 1967.

i LLANIDLOES
N

PENTRE

{ANOD
®

LLWYNRHYDOD

PANTMAWR

LLANGURIG
\ TYLWCH

. 2 DOLFACH I5AF

PANTDRAIN 3% T |

4
DERNOL X %
CHAPEL

) O DOLHELFA GANOL

SCALE 1"TO | MILE APPROX

______________ ORIGINAL PASSENGER ROUTE 20th FEBRUARY 1967

TO 2% th SEPTEMBER 967

LLIDIARTY

These timetables Illustrate just how basic the Post Bus ser-
vice was operated, hardly surprising since early timetables
describe the service as experimental. Note that in the later

version Llwyn-yr— Hyddod has been correctly located.

Swyddfa r
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DOLHELFA GANOL S il
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EXPERIMENTAL POSTAL BUS SERVYICE

LLANIDLOES —LLANGURIG AREAS
FARE - TABLE

COMMENCING 15th FEBRUARY, 1971, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

(E) LLANIDLOES—LLIDIARTYWAEN—-LLANIDLOES (E)
4
5
[ F o
3 <
From To 0 a 2
S - T =
3 3 5 O =
Z Z = 3 B
5 = 52 @ 3
To From - o - Z =
il iy i
LLANIDLOES - 4%p 9p TVp 10%p
BRYNDU 4%p Gp 4%p TVip
TYLWCH 9 6o - . B
NEW CHAPEL TURN TVp 4%p 7%p - 4%p
LLIDIARTYWAEN 10%p 7%p 10%p avip -

1. Return Fare LLANIDLOES-LLIDIARTYWAEN- 18p
1. Any point to point within a stage or part of a stage— 3p

3. Children: between S5-14—haif above fares rounded 10 nearest %p., under 5 and accompanicd-free.

EXPERIMENTAL POSTAL BUS SERVICE

LLANIDLOES— LLANGURIG AREAS
FARE - TABLE

COMMENCING 15th FEBRUARY, 1971, UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

LLANGURIG—LLANGURIG WYE LOOP
(C) Down East side of River Wye—MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY ONLY (C)

=4
2 =
2 < % z
S t] =
Q e & = 9
To 4 x x o =
=2 (¥) - - 3 =1
o < w (o] ”» Q
Z 5 = Z 5 z
2. o} 3 ] < <
= o o a =
From
LLANGURIG — 4%p 9p 12p 150 e
DOLFACH ISAF = o aYp op 12p 150
DOLHELFA GANOL —_ —~ - 4%o 9p 12p
DERNOL CHAPEL e - —_ - A%p Gp
PANT-Y-DRAIN — -_ — — S A%p
LLANGURIG - —. — —— — e

1. Any point to point within a stage or part of a stage— 3p.

2. Children: between S-14—half above 1o nearest ¥p, under § and sccompanied—free,

(D) Down West side of River Wyo—TUESDAY and THURSDAY ONLY ) .

-
g | 2
Z < X %
Y] < T v & 5
To = "Q‘ v < - &
3 . o o ] S
[T} r» o [} < ]
Z = z - w z
3 2 = 5] & <
= | E [a] (] 8 =
From

LLANGURIG —_ d%p 9p 12p 150 18p
PANT-Y-DRAIN = = e 9p 128 150
DERNOL CHAPEL —_ - = 4%p 9p 12p
DOLHELFA GANOL - - i & aup 9p
DOLFACH ISAF - 1 i = Ay a%p
LLANGURIG - - : -_ - = -

I Any point tc point within a stage or part of a stage—3p.°

2. Children: between 5-14—half above fares 1o nearest ¥ep, under 5 and accompanied—free,

These are 1971 timeta-
bles for the Post Bus
Service. The service 18
described as experimen-
tal. Llwyn-yr Hyddod,
the stop between Aber-
didno and Pantmawr 1s
not mentioned,although
it 1s shown on the route




Gwasanaeth Bws y Post Brenhinol - Royal Mail Bus Service

o

SWYDDFA'R POST

POST OFFICE
LLANIDLOES - LLANGURIG AREAS i =
Tabl Costau - Fare Table
Yn dechrau 5 Medi 1977 nes y rhoir hysybysiad pellach
Commencing 5th September 1977 Until Further Notice
(A) LLANIDLOES - LLANGURIG - LLANIDLOES (A)
0/l
1/0 From/To | Ljanidices PO | Pentre Bridge | Cwmbelan | Bwich-y—G Llangurig PO
To/From
- s 6p s &p s 12p s 150
L'.ﬂ“lm PO = R 11p R 14p R 22p 5] 2Tp
s . S 3p S ep s 12p
Pentre Bridge " P : o w | n 22
) 8p ) P . s 7 s 1p
Cwmbelan R 149 R % - R 13p “ 20p
s 1 s 8p s 7 - s 7
Bwich-y -Garreg R g R N i - R 13p
8 s 12 = s ) .
Llangurig PO : = S R 2 | R 130 :
$ = Tocyn Unffordd/Single Fare R =Tocyn 8l a Blaen/Return Fare
(B) LLANGURIG - MANOD - LLANGURIG (B)
0/1
1/0  From/To Llangurig Aberbidno Pantmawr Manod
[ To/From
Llangurig 50 9% 14p
Aberbidno & - Sp op
Pantmawr % Sp Sp
Manod 14p 8p sp -

1. TOCYNNAU OL

2. TOCYNNAU PLANT

3.

CHILDREN'S FARES

ANY POINT TO POINT

Tocyn ol a Blaen/Return Fare Llangurig - Manod  26p

A BLAEN

mis calendar ar 8! y dyddiad rhoi

Bydd rhannau dychwelyd o docynnau dl a blaen ar gael am hyd at un

Bydd plant rhwng 5 a 14 yn talu hammer pris tocyn person mewn oed .

Gwnelr unrhyw ffracsiwn o geiniog yn geiniog gyfan. Cludir plant o

danSOodg_ydapEe_raonmawnoedynrhadacawﬂm
O UN PWYNT | BWYNT ARALL O un Pyt | i bwynt arall o” fewn ffin prisiau neu ran o ffin
prisiau —

1. RETURN TICKETS

Return portions of return tickets will be available for up to one calendar
month from date of issue

Children between 5-14 travel at half of adult fare. Fractions of a penny

to be rounded up. Children under 5 and accompanied travel free

Any point to poinf within a stage or part of a stage — 5p.

This 1971 timetable 1s only listing the Llangurig Wye Loop




Gwasanaeth Bws y Post Brenhinol - Royal Mail Bus Service

o

SWYDDFA'R POST

__POST OFFICE
LLANIDLOES - LLANGURIG AREAS :
Tabl Costau - Fare Table
Yn dechrau 5 Medi 1977 nes y rhoir hysybysiad pellach
Commencing 5th September 1977 Until Further Notice
(A) LLANIDLOES - LLANGURIG - LLANIDLOES (A)
o/
/o  From/To || |anidices PO| Pentre Bridge | Cwmbelan | Bwlch—y—Garreq L!angurig PO
| To/From
- s 6p s 8p s 12p s 15p
Llanidloes PO 3 R 11p R Mp R 22p A 2Tp
. s 3 s 8p s 12p
Pentre Bridge ‘:“ ,:: " A 5: R 14p R 22p
s 8 s 3p - S Tp s 11p
Cwmbelan A 14: R 5p - R 13p R 20p
5 1 s 8p $ 7 - 8 p
Bwich-y -Garreg R g R 14p R 1:'.: . A 13p
s 3 12 § 11p S Tp -
Llangurig PO : = a R 200 R 13 -
$ = Tocyn Untfordd/Single Fare R =Tocyn 0l a Blaen/Return Fare
(B) LLANGURIG - MANOD - LLANGURIG (B)
0/1
1/0  From/To Llangurig Aberbidno Pantmawr Manod
| To/From
Llangurig . 5 % 14
Aberbidno » o Sp
Pantmawr 5p - o
Manod 14 % 5p -

1. TOCYNNAU OL

2. TOCYNNAU PLANT

3.

1. RETURN TICKETS

2. CHILDREN'S FARES
3. ANY POINT TO POINT

Tocyn 91 a Blaen/Return Fare Llangurig - Manod  26p

A BLAEN

mis calendar ar 8! y dyddiad rhoi

Bydd rhannau dychwelyd o docynnau dl a blaen ar gael am hyd at un

Bydd plant rhwng 5 a 14 yn talu hammer pris tocyn person mewn oed.

Gwnelr unrhyw ffracsiwn o geiniog yn geiniog gyfan. Cludir plant o
danSOedgydaphersonmwnoedynrhadacmnddlm

isiau = 5¢

O UN PWYNT | BWYNT ARALL O un pwynt | bwynt arall o fewn ffin prisiau neu ran o ffin
pr

Return portions of return tickets will be available for up to one calendar
month from date of issue

Children between 5-14 travel at half of adult fare. Fractions of a penny

to be rounded up. Children under 5 and accompanied travel free

Any point to poinf within a stage or part of a stage — 5p.

Six years on from the previous timetable, and
surprisingly the format has not changed




These are two postcards featuring Fred Jones and the
Royal Mail bus outside the Market Hall. Both cards
have been signed on the reverse by Fred.




Both cards were signed by Fred, and Hand stamp dated.
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Gwasanaeth Bws y Post Brenhinol

Royal Mail Postbus Service

Lianidloes
to

¥Yn dechrau ar 8 Medi 1980
Commencing 8 September 1980

This trifold leaflet from
1980 1s a combination of
route map and timetable for
the Llanidloes to Dylife
Postbus sevice The leaflet 1s
opened up on the next page




Gwasanaeth Prynhawn

Afternoon Service

LLAWRYGLYN PO

[ )
|[LLWYNY GOG 4
A
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4

~ T
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§
A
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—— SWINat allan
oulward service

siwrnai yn ol
inward return service

Post Brenhinol
Cardiau Bws y Post

Darluniau o Fysiau Post Cymru
ar y ffordd

argael o available from

Philatelic Counter
18 Westgate Street
CARDIFF
CF11AD

Post Office
Postbus Postcards

Pictorial views of the Welsh
Postbuses on route

Publshed by $24

Wales and The Marches Postal Board

Post
Office

Swuyddfa'r
Post

Gwasanaeth Bws y Post Brenhinol

Royal Mail Postbus Service

Lianidloes
to
Dylife

Yn dechrau ar 8 Medi 1980
Commencing 8 September 1980

Amserlen, Timetable

Llun-Sadwrn Monday- Saturday

d.m.

Dapart  LLANIDLOES P.O. 1000

CERIST 1020
TREFEGLWYS P.O. w024
LLAWRYGLYN P.O. 1032
TANLLAN LB 1040
STAYLITTLE P.O. 1048
LLWYN.Y-GOG 1054
Arrive  DYLIFE 102
Depart  DYLIFE 1ol
STAYLITTLE (Chapel| 106
ESGAIR MAIN M6
BWLCH-Y-FAN L3 1128
VAN P.O. 1153
Arcive  LLANIDLOES 7.0, 1200

Llun-Gwener ,Monday-Friday

p.m.

Depart  LLANIDLOES P.O. 1540
CERIST 1848
TREFEGLWYS P.O. 1562
LLAWRY GLYN 1800
TANLLAN L8 1610
STAYLITTLE P.O, 1619
LLWYN-Y-GOG 624

Asriva  DYLIFE BN

Depart . DYLIFE 1632
STAYLITTLE (Chapel| 1636
ESGAIR MAIN 1845
BWLCH -Y- FAN 1650
VAN PO, 1655

Asrive  LLANIDLOES P.O. 1700

Tably Costau, Faretable
Llun-Sadwrn, Monday-Saturday

Staylittle P.O.

16 Liwyn-y-gog

Dylite

25 Suylinle Chapel

55 45 Esgeir Main

€0 S0 15 Dwichy-Fan
65 S 35 25 VYenP.0.
L]

j38sszi8s8Es
FEBEIARBESS
SEEEIRTEH
S23IBRAS

ER R R3]

Llun-Gwener , Monday-Friday

p.m.

lanidioes P.O.

g
2

46 25 Staylittie Chapel
65 45 Esgeir Main
B0 50 15 Bwichy-Fan
65 56 35 25 VanP.0.
85

FE%EZZa2q28ES
REBBIIRBAEE
REEBZREAER
2EBzRBs2
88338888
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| Bysé plawt o dan § oad grdag aadalion pa teithie em ddim.
I Dyds plast mwng J & |4 ood yh teithic am hannes pris sadaiion
Myragir pob Mroteiwn fel y geiniog gron agoss! | fyoy,

and wnder 14 yaars of age ravel m
of & penny te ba tounded up.

85 46 40 30 Lismidices P.O.

B5 45 40 30 Lanidioes P.O.

Gwasanaeth Bore

Morning Service
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B Q BWLCH
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siwrnai allan
oulward service
siwrnat yn ol

inward return service




FEYRDD BWS Y POST BRENHINOL oSt OFRICE ROYAL MAIL POST BUS ROUTES

ARDALOEDD LLANIDLOES - lLRNﬁURIG/LlAleDES =~ LLANGURIG_AREAS

N /
CRIGINAL PesT Bus DPRiER -,’,f?{(,,.‘_g-_.

To Newtown

LLANIDLOES

NEW CHAPEL

LLWYN-YR-HYDDOD

ABERBIDNO

BWS Y POST BRENGYHS Cyndbdidd Bihthe BUS

/ Bws P Prydain
LLANIDL LLANGURIG
\ 26 BB 4o

First
First!

FFYRDD BUS ¥ POST
POSTBUS ROUTE

RHOIR YN UNOL A RHEOLAU A GYNHWYSIR
MEWN HYSBYSIADAU SWYDDOGOL

|| a|- :
I|l||||lm'iwn i

PANT-Y-DRAIN

ISSUED SUBJECT TO REGULATIONS
CONTAINED IN OFFICIAL NOTICES

This 1s a unique item specially prepared for me by Fred Jones,
the Post Bus driver. The occasion was the introduction of a
new Royal Mail Bus ticket. This is the very first ticket 1ssued
by the ticket machine, and the sheet has been signed by Fred.

Postbus

Take a trip with your friendly postman

34 miles of beautiful scenery for 90 pence

Lo0king 0wy Further particulars
Monday to Friday TN available at:-

G2 ;
4:00 p.m. ) Post Office Counter
Leaves at P @ Longbridge Street

t 5:30 p.m. LLANIDLOES
Returns a Op e SY18 6EG




BWS Y POST BRENHINOL
ROYAL MAIL BUS
NIDLOES - LLANGURIS

yf: e ]

i1 Pbsy. Qs amufrq

15th. ANNIVERSARY

a 0O Mareat Mall, Lianidines, Powys

anigices - Lizngurig Postbul (WM | : OFO 192N : 4750010] at

PIED 2UN1d|d 9140 150d V¥ G

1T BdINM 2195

Also signed by the driver.

A special hand stamp applied to the
rear of the postcard in 1982 on the
fifteenth anniversary of the service.

GWASANAETH PRYNHAWN - AFTERNOON SERVICE

Llanidloes
t17 | Cymbelan

-2? 11|Bwlchygarreg

29 | 17|11 | Llangurig
20 | 25123 | 18| Llwgym=yr-Ryadoa
26 | 40140 | 23}18 | Menoa

-| = =] =123 | 18| Lavym-yr-Eyddca

63 | 57|52 | 46| - | 25|18 |Llancurig
658 1 63]€3 | 52 40123 | 11| Bwlchygarreg
80 | 63|63 | 57

40125 117 11 Cw_‘n.'belm
46 |40 | 29] 23]17 | Llanidloes
52146 |40} 23]21] 11| Bryndu

86 | 60169 | 63
g6 | BOJ80 | 63
86 | B6 {06 | BO
98 | 36186 | 86

63152 46| 40j25| 21} 18| Tylwch
63157 |46 | 40]40 ] 23§23 | 11| New Chapel Turn

A fare table, probably
for the use of the Post
Bus driver.

F L qupy jrpr e gt

58 | 86|06 | 86| - |6o]ea [s2] 46|46 ] 40]25] 21]11 | miaiartay-vam
=T T S =] =] =] =] =] =] =l21} 11|%ew Chapel Turm
703 98 |98 | 98 80169 63| 57|52 46]40| 25| =] 18j11| Brymau
103h03 |98 | 98 86 |00 |63 | 57|57 | 46|46 | 40| - | 23{18 | 1111 anid10es




This 1s a four page communication from the Post Office
in 1978 setting out in great detail a description of the
Postbus tickets and the ticket machines in use.

Aysbysu'r Wasg Radio a Theledu
Press & Broadcast Notice Swgddfq'r Post

Bwrdd y Post Cymru a'r Gororau The POSt Ofﬁce

Wales and the Marches Postal Board

Oddi wrth y Swyddog Cysylitiadau Cyhoeddus
From the Public Relations Officer H Sivell

Teleffon Telephone 93295 January 1978
POSTBUS TICKETS IN WALES

The Post Office's first ever Postbus was inaugurated in Wales on 20 Jamuary 1967
between the villages of Llanidloes and Llangurig in Powyse Later that year the
service was extended to run both sides of the River llyee

Throughout the history of this Postbus a ticket machine has been usede  Between
1967 and 15 February 1971 = decimalisation day -~ a Mycalex machine was used but for
the new money the machine was changed to an Almex which has been in use ever sinces

(Samples of the tiokets are shown as Item A and Item B in the attached folder).

The lMycalex ticket measured 3" x ¥ (95mm x 37mm) and was printed on one side only
in English, giving details of date, fare paid, stage boarded, a four digit serial
number and the logo "Issued subjeot to the Published Rules and Regulations™ and

"Post Office".

The Almex ticket whilst bearing the same logo as its predecessor also states the
ticket, which measures 1 9/16" x 17 (40mm x 45mm), is "Not Transferable™s This
ticket is printed in English only on side with information relating to date, fare
paid, three digit serial number and machine numbere The value of Postbus tickets
to collectors (Peridromophalicts) was not appreciated and no special issue of
tickets for Llanidloes~Llangurig Postbus has ever been undertakene
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However, with the introduction of further Postbuses into Wales end an awareness

that people study and colleot tiokets, opportunity has been taken to provide

collectors with a new source of materials

The Hales and the Marches Postal Board under the Chairmanship of Iir Gerry MoNorran,
have deocided that all Postbus tickets in Wales will have postage stamps affixed
to relate to the value of the fare and those will be cancelled with a route

personalised undated rubber stemp at the time of issue.

The basic ticket is white, measuring 32" x 13* (96mm x 39mm)e On the face

"Bus y Post Brenhinol =~ Royal }ail Bus" appears in 1/8" (3mm) red blook lettering
vwhilst to the left are a pair of orossed Posthorns and to the right of these are
cornered verticel rectangles to locate three postage stampse On the reverse
again in 1/8" (3om) red block lettering appears "Issued subject to Regulations
contained in Official Notices" and the Welsh translation - which has precedence
over the English - "Rhior yn unol a Rheolau a (ymhwysir mewn Hysbysiadau
Swyddogol™s (A sample of the blank ticket appears at Item C in the sample
folder)e

The second Postbus in Wales was inaugurated on 18 July 1977 at Llandovery, Dyfed
and the service comprises part of a telsh Office Rural Transport experiment.
For the first day services a special dated bilingual commemorative rubber hand
stamp was used to cancel the postage stamps on the ticketse The Commemorative
handstamp readg=
"Gwasaneth Bws y Post Brenhinol
Taith Gyntaf
Llandovery « Cilyowm-Rhandirmmymn-
; Myddfai
18e 741977
First Journey
Royal Mail Bus Service"

and measured 15/16" high x 1413/16" wide (23mm x 46mm)e
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For the first 4 months a general cancellation stamp was used whioch read

"Bus y Post Brenhinol =~ Royal liail Bus" and measured 1e3/8" x 47 (35mm x 7mm)
but on 28 November 1977 the currently used route personalised cancellation
stemp vas introducede This stamp resdg=
"Bus y Post Brenhinol
Royal ifail Bus
Lland overy=Cilycwme
Rhandirmwyn-lfyddfai"

and measures 1le7/16" x 3" (37mm x 12mm)e

The latest Welsh Postbus = the third — based at Rhyl was inaugurated on
31 Ootober 1977 in conjunction with the Clwyd County Councile The tickets
are similar to those in use on the Llandovery Postbus and again a commemorative
handstamp wae used for the First Day servicese This stamp reads—
"Gwasaneth Bws y Post Brenhinol
Taith Gntaf
Rhyl-deriadog=fhyl
314101977
First Journey
Royal Mail Bus Service"
and measured 1le15/16" wide x 15/16" high (49mm x 23um)e The daily cancellation
stamp readsg—
"Bws y Post Brenhinol
Royal liail Bus
FEhyl-deriadog-Fhyl"

and measures 1e7/16" wide x %" wide (37mm x 12mm)e

The cancellation stampe are made by means of a Printy self-dnking machine
mamufactured by Trodate

As steted earlier, all Postbus tiokets to be issued within Wales and the liarches
will have postage stampe amounting to the appropriate fare value affixeds In
Wales a bilingual version will be used while, for the Marches, an English only

style will be adopted though the ticket will remain the same sizes The tickets
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are issued from a ticket holder — known as a "mousetrap" =~ whioh has several
spring-clips to hold the varying value of the ticketse These holders are
made in Cardiff by a small general oontractor to suit the number of fares
required for each servioces

The introduction of route personalised cancellation stamps has proved to be a
financial success, having entered a ready market of transport and transport ticket
enthusiasts who are keen to add to their collectionse This policy will continue
throughout the area controlled by the Wales and the llarches Postal Boarde



